Project: Jews — Poles. Restoration of identity,
bringing memory back.

The main event of the project is the exhibitionidateéd to Rabbi Akiva Eger (1761 — 1837),
who is the most famous rabbi from Poznan and Wpdkska. The exhibition presents his life
and work, introduces the conditions he lived andgyka in, shows the group of his students
and his influence on future generations. Akiva Hu#d his office in Poznan from 1814/1815
to 1837. This outstanding individual of Jewish commity is poorly known to the citizens of

Poznan, even if his biographical entry appearsvaryeencyclopedia and his works are still
studied. For religious Jews he is one of the magstanding rabbis of the last centuries,

unguestionable authority on the issues of faithlandinterpretation.

Fragment of the painting by Juliusz Knorr (1838)
The Museum of the History of the City of Poznan

The project is a continuation of the work of margople who aim at bringing the historical identity
back to the inhabitants of Poznan. This includesniemory of Jewish community which lived in this
town for centuries and was murdered by Germansguhie Second World War.

Since 1998 there has been the Day of Judaism aehm Poznan every year. It embraces various
events dedicated to the inter-religious dialogue gnomotionof Jewish culture and history.

The exhibition dedicated to Rabbi Akiva Eger isatpf the 11 Day of Judaism in Poznan (the
opening of the exhibition will take place on thé"1gf January 2008 at 5 p.m. at The Archdiocesan
Museum, 1 Lubranskiego Street). It is worth to nmemthat a few publications on the history of Jews
from Poznan appeared, such as the Autumn 2006 wfsu€he Chronicle of the City of Poznan,
“Drawing From the Root of the Well-Cultivated Oliviegee” — a 400-page profusely illustrated book
which documents the Days of Judaism organized 2064 to 2008; there were also some exhibitions
organized, such as the exhibition of Judaica irMioseum of Applied Art in 2000 and the exhibition

on the history of Jews from Poznan in the Museutdisfory of the City of Poznan in 2007.



The idea of the exhibition refers to the exhibitiorganized in Berlin in 1937, on the centenary of
death of Akiva Eger. Thanks to the catalogue fr@871 the current exhibition in Poznan will partly
reconstruct the former one. The items exhibite@ (photographs and the original ones) will come
mainly from the National Museum in Poznan, Jewidhtdfical Institute in Warsaw and Centrum

Judaicum in Berlin.

Project partners:

Polish Librarians Association (Poznan)

COEXIST Association (Poznan)

Institute of History at Adam Mickiewicz Universi{f?oznan)
Alliance of Jewish Communities in Poland (Poznan)
Jewish Historical Institute (Warsaw)

Stfiftung Neue Synagoge “Centrum Judaicum” (Berlin)

Det Jgdiske Museum, DMT Trondheim (Norwegia)

In the frame of the project “Jews — Poles. Resimnatf identity, bringing memory back” there are
also seminars and workshops organized. On thefl3anuary 2008 there will be:
- 10.00 a.m., Biblioteka Racagkich: workshop on Jewish customs and traditionditboarians
and cultural events coordinators;
- 12.00 p.m., Fine Art Academy — modernization andvension of Jewish historic buildings
into centres of culture (revitalization of the sgogue in Trondheim, project of the

reconstruction of the synagogue in Buk).

Additionally the information brochure for the visis of the exhibition will be published. This

publication will include some basic information ab&abbi Akiva Eger and Judaism.
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